Hi safe and healthy Folks!

 

This newsletter, if one can call my regular rantings and ravings a newsletter, was started some time back, so there may be a change of style/mood/emphasis as we go. You also may have wondered where/why I have been hiding? And hiding is the operative word! From the Earth Plummet and its (w)hor(d)es of delegates of course! More about those (w)hor(d)es later..........Plus all those damn roadblocks. The reason I fear roadblocks is because I don't have any tangible proof of a driver's license, naturally being too lazy to get the credit card type and, having once lost my cool at the Department of Home Affairs, while trying to ply a ID book out of that mess-of-a-government department, (they have even admitted it). I thought  I'd rather stay away from bureaucracy and road blocks for a while. I'm sure there's a mug shot of me circulating out there as some crazed person, after I threw a spectacular tantrum at Home Affairs and told them all to go and *$#% themselves!. I was forcibly escorted out nogal! I'm also tired of bribing.........I mean begging to be let off each time I can't produce my drivers license at a roadblock!

 

Very importantly of OHS value, is the statement, recently attributed to Dr Van Mkosana, Deputy Director-General of Internal Management and Operations of the Department of Labour, whom I've met incidentally and whom I found very amiable, which reads:

 

"Our inspectors are also willing to assist factory owners in achieving compliance with OHS regulations. Should any owner or manager have concerns that they are not compliant, contact the Department of Labour's offices in you region AND WE WILL ASSIST YOU."  

 

Well folks there you have it. Shall I give you his e-mail address? I have it! I wonder if this offer is limited to factory owners and their managers or can all  employers take up this generous offer of assistance? I'm still awaiting a response regarding the format of the section 31 Investigations. But since accountability and transparency is the-name-of-the game, I'm eternally optimistic.

 

Speaking of offerings, perhaps not always that generous. All the newspapers are screaming out at us Jo'burgers how great a time sex workers are having plaaing their trade during the summit. Sommer demanding foreign currency. Hope the delegates all have enough "sustaining" power! Us locals aren't that hard up!  When these delegates, with their fat wallets of foreign currency leave, guess who will be left haai and draai? And with no-one to n***!
 

Well at least the Summit is reaching its climax and soon things will return to normality here in Jo'burg. I hope everybody comes again soon as it's good for our economy. Mad Mugabe excluded of course! He BAD, very BAD for our economy. Seems now that Njoma is heading the same way. Somebody put out them out of our misery! Soon please!

 

Back to OHS matters. Inspectors still blitzing factories left-right-and-centre. Is this is summit thing or can we expect it to continue? Lenasia trial conveniently postponed out-of-the-summit's-eye to 19 September. Injaka bridge collapse case to be decided soon by the prosecutors. Two weeks was mentioned.  All on my website at www.klasslooch.com ! Visit the section under READ ALL ABOUT IT/ BREAKING NEWS/ BRAIN TEASERS! 
 

OK. A brain teaser. Why should you have a legal practitioner be involved / present at your internal investigations into workplace incidents? The Promotion of Access to Information Act provides a clue. Come on. Not all at once, you'll clog up the network! 

 

Another one. Are voluntary workers employees as defined? In determining this,  one has to look to the COID Act, OHS Act and ultimately the LRA ACT, which, if there is any conflict, will prevail! Are/should they be covered by the Compensation Fund. I've just written an opinion on it and would like your views. Subscribe and I'll let you have it!

 

I must express my gratitude to Dr. Fiona Robinson for sending me the Circular Instructions regarding Compensation for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Also Sheryl, of ESKOM, did I ever thank you for the electronic copy of the draft construction regulations? (Before it was published on www.labour.gov.za ) I really appreciate it when folks inter-act with me, especially when they supply me with useful OHS information which I, in turn, can share with you kind folks! Also my a-mail "buddies" who correspond regularly with me, mostly on OHS matters, I love it! Communication  or intercourse in its traditionally meaning, is the name-of-the-game. Thanks to Richard for that info that I desperately wanted re you-know-what. Also my thanks to Vaal Sanitaryware for last week's in-house seminar. Hope you enjoyed it. I received a flattering remark from one delegate - you know who you are -  and I'm gunna help you - after he told me that he finally understood certain aspects of the OHS Act.

 

Many of you will know that we have just embarked upon another very expensive (snail) mailer drive to trumpet our forthcoming seminars and Cyber-products. We are also doing an equally expensive fax blitz......... Agggggggg jislaaaaaaik!  Talk about hate mail!!! I would like to use this opportunity to apologise to those folks whose precious fax paper I have wasted during the fax blitz.  Why don't you buy a computerised fax programme (WinfaxPro comes to mind) like most advanced employers. We won't waste your precious paper since you can just hit the delete button! I was told never to NEVER fax one of them EVER!!!!!!!!! Nice. The other culprit sent all 4 my fax pages back, not knowing that I have WinfaxPro and that they weren't wasting my fax paper at all.  (He he he).  Do you guys not have anything else to do?  Perhaps Prozac or a blitz from the Inspectorate will help? It  (Prozac) helps most of my friends. As I type I'm embarking an another fax blitz and think I've pressed everything twice..........so I'm bracing myself for a barrage of hate mail. Where did I hide the Prozac? OK, I confess junk faxmail is irritating but can you can my intellectual property be regarded as junk fax mail? 

 

No response as yet from the Department of Labour to my invite to address delegates at my forthcoming seminars. Larry Kloppenburg of the Department of Labour endorsed my invitation, so I'm hopeful. All will be published on my website at www.klasslooch.com. I repeat my website ad nauseam for the mere reason that many of you spell "klass" as "klaas" (van die plaas) and wonder where the hell the website is! You'll notice less hyperlinks or cross-references in my newsletter and the reason is that I will be duplicating it as most is pasted onto my website at www.klasslooch.com . (Double click on www.klasslooch.com and open up a whole new world)!

 

Subscribers, We hit a little password "glitch" which will be sorted out. So please bear with us. I intend giving you exclusive access to some very useful information as well as a special newsletter. And then there are those over-generous discounts on seminars, legal representation and consultation. I should have been a philanthropist! 

 

Gas regulations to be promulgated. Thank Buddha. Those Vessels under Pressure Regulations, with their myriad of cross references to SABS Codes, has us all confused. Including the Inspectorate. See my website once more!

 

To unsubscribe, send a polite blank e-mail to raynard@klasslooch.com . If it's impolite, I'll name and shame you. Ohhh, isn't it lovely to a devilish? You try running a Distribution List of 800 names. Sometimes a name inadvertently just appears on it! I'm referring to that poor stressed out individual at domayne.co.za whose finger got glued to the exclamation key while requesting to unsubscribe. I would name and shame you but, being the compliant person that I am, I have already struck you off my List. Plus a have a good friend at Domayne.

 

As always

 

Your Devils Advocate
 

Poeshed over the edge! Thus the above does not represent the views of Klass Looch Associates or any of its clients. And remember .................rehab is for quitters! And so in unsubscribing!
 

Ps. BB2 should be canned! I'd love to throttle all during shower hour for maximum effect!  It would make a lovely snuff movie! I can see us going that way , what with all this reality junk that everyone loves save me. I can't believe I miss Likkewaan! Go forth and be spiritual my friend! And dress in drag, there's nothing wrong with it. I once had a magistrate who caught speeding in drag! (I didn't "have" him as such, he was simply a magistrate before whom I appeared far too often as a prosecutor.
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